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VELS links: Domains and Levels: Geography (5, 6)

Have students read about the work of Charlton farmers Dennis and
Glenda Watts who have transformed an area of their farm affected by
salinity into a productive picturesque landscape.

Salinity takes its toll in many ways, it cost Victorians over $50 million
every year through loss of income, degraded landscape and social
hardship (Agriculture Victoria Salt Kit, 1995). A whole catchment focus,
including whole farm planning, improved drainage and ground water
pumping are some of the techniques employed to tackle the salinity issue
in this state.

Questions relating to the article to ask students

1. What would happen to this area of the farm if the salinity problem
was not addressed?

2. What assistance did the Watt’s receive from the government and
CMA? Was it more than money and trees?

3. What is whole farm planning and how has this technique assisted the
Watt’s?

4. What did Dennis’ father do to the paddock in the 70s?

5. Why didn’t Dennis’ father’s technique solve all the problems in the
paddock? Why were there still problems for the next generation to
address?

Catchment education
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